
Meaning + Aesthetic

Design Parameters

Resilient  + Ecological Foundation

cultural pluralism

social equity adaptation

functional trait 

diversity

in situ 

experimentation

transitive experience

native ground

the focus of investigation will be how natural function coupled with a local cultural narrative can create opportunities 
for kinesthetic learning experiences, helping to inspire an environmental ethic.

A sustainable environmental ethic includes human beings as an integrated 
component of the natural systems rather than managers of it.  Environmental 
ethics recognizes the rights of non-human entities and thereby promotes the
interdependency between biological entities.
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The unpredictable nature of climate 
change and the varied impact that it will 
have in diff erent regions means that the 
ability to fl exibly adapt will be important 
for our long-term survival.

There is no universal aesthetic 
that crosses diff erential 
boundaries. Therefore a 
meaningful aesthetic promotes 
experiences that respect local 
priorities, values and stories.

In Our Common Future 
(UN), it defi nes sustainable 
development as, “development 
that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising 
the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs.” 
The Commission goes on to 
emphasize the importance of 
prioritizing the ‘needs’ of the
most vulnerable members 
of our communities as the 
greatest challenge to achieving 
sustainable environments.

A resilient city relies on a healthy dialogue 
between the endemic ecological 
systems and a built environment that 
accommodates dynamic fl uctuations.

Designing meaningful aesthetic that establish 
and strengthen emotional connections 
between humans and nature could become 
important stepping stone for expanding a 
sustainable  environmental ethic.

Functional trait diversity is an eff ective way of connecting 
biodiversity and ecological services.  It allow for ecosystem services 
to be understood as an interdependent relationship between 
humans and nature.

The construction of urban environments and the aff ects 
of climate change are occurring faster than the acquisition 
of scientifi c  knowledge. Therefore it is important that 
designs double as sites for experimentation that inform 
the development of future urban spatial strategies.


